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The DOE Webinar is scheduled to begin at 2:00 p.m. ET 

ÅWhy is there no sound?
ïThis webinar is broadcast via your computer.  You may need to turn your volume on or up as the sound 

for this webinar comes through your computer speakers.  

ÅWe recommend using Google Chrome for this and other DOE SBIR webinars.  

ÅUse the dial-in number if you are having trouble with your computer sound

ÅWill DOE provide access to the recorded webinar after the meeting?
ïYes, we will post the slides and the recorded webinar on the DOE SBIR/STTR web site.

ÅWhere can I find the FOA being discussed today?

ςThis link will take you to the FY 2024 Phase I Release 1 FOA: https://science.osti.gov/sbir/Funding-
Opportunities

Å²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦ Ƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿŜōƛƴŀǊΚ
ïIf you have a question about the grant application process, please send us an email at: sbir-

sttr@science.doe.gov

ïor call us at (301) 903-5707

https://science.osti.gov/sbir/Funding-Opportunitiess
mailto:sbir-sttr@science.doe.gov
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Federal SBIR/STTR Programs Overview
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Å A >$4 Billion early stage nondilutive R&D fund for US-based small businesses

Å Must be U.S. Citizen or permanent resident majority owned

Å A mechanism to fund best early-stage high-risk innovation ideas

Å Funds ideas that are too high risk for the private sector 

Å Use U.S. Small Businesses to stimulates technological innovation

Extramural R&D ~$100B/year

Federally Funded 
Laboratories

Universities

Businesses

Small Business 
R&D

> $4 B/yr
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What are the Federal SBIR & STTR Programs?
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FY 2022 SBIR/STTR Budgets by Agency

Agency
Budget 

(Millions)

Department of Defense (DoD) $      2,240

Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), incl. National 
Institute of Health (NIH)

$      1,250 

Department of Energy (DOE), incl. Advanced Research Projects 
Agency (ARPA -E)

$         348

National Science Foundation (NSF) $         231 

National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) $         215 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) $            38

Department of Homeland Security (DHS) $            20 

Department of Commerce: National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA), National Institute of Standards and 
Technology (NIST)

$            12 

Department of Education (ED) $            12 

Department of Transportation (DOT)* $            11 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) $              5 

SBIR: $3.85 Billion
STTR: $532 Million

Contracting agency

Grantingagency

Both

SBIR & STTR 
(> $1B in 
extramural 
R&D)

SBIR only
(> $100M in 
extramural 
R&D)

DoD

HHS

DOE

NSF

2022 BUDGETS
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!ǊŜ !ƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΩ tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ {ŀƳŜΚ
ÅThere are lots of differences!

ÅGrants (DOE) vs Contracts

ÅFocused topics (e.g. DOE), to no topics (e.g. NSF)

ÅWho will be your customer? Not likely to be DOE, 
maybe DoD

ÅApplication processes, systems and deadlines are all 
different

Search SBIR.gov awardsto understand what agencies 
are most likely to fund your technology. Focus on a 
limited set of agencies.

Get to know the agencies you are interested in

https://www.sbir.gov/sbirsearch/award/all
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U. S. Department of Energy Mission & Program Offices

Å 5h9Ωǎ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀϥǎ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƛǘȅ ōȅ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅΣ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭΣ 
and nuclear challenges through transformative science and technology solutions. 

ïGoal 1: Catalyze the timely, material, and efficient transformation of the nation's energy system 
and secure U.S. leadership in energy technologies.

ïGoal 2: Maintain a vibrant U.S. effort in science and engineeringas a cornerstone of our economic 
prosperity, with clear leadership in strategic areas. 

ïGoal 3: Enhance nuclear security through defense, nonproliferation, and environmental efforts. 
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DOE SBIR/STTR Programs ςThe Specifics
ÅHistorically awards in excess of $300 Million per year

ÅGrants not contracts ςyour idea & your execution

ÅFocused topics are aligned with DOE Mission

ÅTopics are more wide ranging than most expect!

ÅTwo Phase I solicitations per year

ÅLetter of Intent is required

ÅDOE unlikely to be your customer, so understand the marketplace.

Å²Ŝ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛǾŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ άtƘŀǎŜ лέΦ Lǘ ƻǇŜƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎȅŎƭŜ 

when the topics document are released https://doephase0.dawnbreaker.com/

Clean Energy

Nuclear 
Security

Basic Energy 
and 

Engineering 
Sciences

DOE Mission

https://doephase0.dawnbreaker.com/
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SBIR vs STTR?
Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) 

est. 1982
Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) 

est. 1992 

ÅAllows non-profit research institution partner
ÅPrincipal Investigator (PI) employee of small 

business

ÅFoster technology transfer between small business 
concerns and research institutions

ÅRequires non-profit research institution (RI) partner
ÅPI can be employee of either small business or RI

There are different level of effort requirements to meet 
use our workbook to check compliance ! 

If you fulfill requirements of SBIR & STTR
you can submit the same application to both programs

Award always goes to the Small Business

They are two pots of funding

SBIR and STTR were reauthorized on September 30, 2022

0
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SBIR STTR

Phase I ςR&D Requirements

Small Biz RI SB, RI or Subcontractor

https://science.osti.gov/sbir/Applicant-Resources/Grant-Application
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Small Business Eligibility for SBIR & STTR

Å For-profit U.S. business

Å 500 employees or fewer, including affiliates

Å Ownership (applies to all agencies)
ï Be a concern which is more than 50% directly owned and controlled by one or more individuals (who are 

citizens or permanent resident aliens of the United States), other small business concerns (each of which is 
more than 50% directly owned and controlled by individuals who are citizens or permanent resident aliens 
of the United States), or any combination of these

ï Joint ventures where the entities meet the requirements above

Å Portfolio Companies (some agencies, not DOE)
ï Be a concern which is more than 50% owned by multiple venture capital operating companies, hedge funds, 

private equity firms, or any combination of these.  No single venture capital operating company, hedge 
fund, or private equity firm may own more than 50% of the concern. DOE does not allow portfolio company 
applicants.

Å Performance of R&D
ï All R&D must be performed in the United States

10
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SBIR and STTR Awards

Å Critical, Early-Stage R/R&D funding

ïThe SBIR & STTR programs provide funding for innovative, early-stage research

ïAwards process is competitive, i.e. high quality and aligned applications are funded

ïSBIR & STTR awards provide credibility when seeking investors or partners

Å DOE SBIR/STTR awards are executed as grants

ïNo repayment

ïNo dilution of company equity

ïNo cost sharing is required for Phases I and II   

11
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Intellectual Property

ÅPatent rights

ïSmall business concerns retain the principal 
worldwide patent rights to any invention 
developed with Government support

ÅGovernment Use

ïThe Federal Government receives a royalty-free 
license for Federal Government use

12
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Data Protection

ÅProtection Period
ïData generated from Phase I and II awards is 

protected from public disclosure for a minimum of 
20 years from the start of your award.  New policy 
change implemented in 2019.

ÅGovernment Use
ïThe Government retains a royalty-free license for 

Government use of any technical data delivered 
under an SBIR award, whether patented or not

13
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Participating DOE Program Offices ς2 Releases/year

Advanced Scientific 
Computing Research 

(ASCR)

High Energy Physics 
(HEP)

Fusion Energy Sciences 
(FES)

Basic Energy Sciences 
(BES)

Biological & Environmental 
Research (BER)

Nuclear Physics 
(NP)

Fossil Energy & Carbon 
Management (FECM)

Nuclear Energy 
(NE)

Cybersecurity, Energy 
Security & Emergency 

Response (CESER)

Energy Efficiency & 
Renewable Energy (EERE)

Electricity
(OE)

Environmental 
Management (EM)

Nuclear Nonproliferation 
(NNSA)

Release 2 ςNovember 6, 2023Release 1 ςJuly 10, 2023 <- Out Now!
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How does our funding work?

PhaseI Phase II Phase IIA/IIB Phase IIC

ÅFocused, mission-aligned topics
ÅProof of feasibility
ÅFeedback provided on letters of 

intent
Å$200,000/$250,000
Å6 - 12 months duration
Å~ 350-400 awards per year

ÅPhase I awardees apply 
for Phase II the 
following year
ÅFocus on prototype, 
demonstration and 
commercialization
Å$1,100,000/$1,600,000
Å2 years duration
Å~ 160 awards per year

ÅFor projects that require 
additional R&D funding for 
commercialization

Å$1,100,000

Å2 years duration

Å~30 awards per year

ÅPilot program to leverage 1:1 
matching funds for 
commercialization 

Å$1,100,000

Å2 years duration

15
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DOE SBIR & STTR Programs:  Technology Areas

Release 1 Technology Areas
Topics Released:  July 10, 2023
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Advanced Scientific Computing Research

ÅWebsite:  Advanced Scientific Computing Research
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²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦŀǎǘŜǎǘ ǎǳǇŜǊŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ
at ORNL 

http://www.science.energy.gov/ascr/
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Basic Energy Sciences

ÅWebsite:  Basic Energy Sciences
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http://www.science.energy.gov/bes/
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Biological and Environmental Research

ÅWebsite:  Biological and 
Environmental Research
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http://www.science.energy.gov/ber/


Office of SBIR/STTR 

Programs

Fusion Energy Sciences

ÅWebsite:  Fusion Energy Sciences

20

https://sc-cms.osti.gov/fes
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High Energy Physics

ÅWebsite:  High Energy Physics

21

https://sc-cms.osti.gov/hep

